

Richard Ball
Director Economy & Place
Herefordshire Council 
Plough Lane
Hereford
HR4 0LE

Dear Richard

High Street Heritage Action Zone Fund – Expression of Interest - Leominster
I am writing to demonstrate our full support of Herefordshire Council’s expression of interest for the High Street Heritage Action Zone fund.
Leominster has a rich historical, cultural and architectural heritage, which is particularly reflected in the architecture and streetscape of its High St and central retail area. The distinctive aesthetic of Leominster’s streets and buildings is vital to the town’s offer as a retail and tourist destination, as well as contributing to the well-being of local residents. As such, the future prosperity of Leominster’s town centre is dependent on the preservation, conservation and promotion of its heritage. Deterioration of the public realm and key architectural assets poses a significant challenge to the future prosperity of the town. 
Herefordshire has an ambitious Economic Vision which encompasses the county’s market towns, including improvements to the public realm, public transport and active travel which can deliver transformational change and improve the vitality of Leominster. Responding to these challenges to ensure that the impact on the town centre is well managed and positive, alongside tackling existing pressures on the high street associated with the decline of high street retail and the changing uses and requirements for the high street, are important to ensure the future success of the town. 
Local businesses share the aspirations that Leominster Town Council and Herefordshire Council have for a vibrant future for Leominster that is forward-looking, while being grounded in the town’s unique history and heritage. The High Street Heritage Action Zone is an exciting prospect to help the town realise its ambitions to futureproof the high street in response to changing needs and requirements, whist supporting and reinforcing the role of Leominster as a key centre for retail, employment, education, and essential services.  
We are pleased to support the Herefordshire Council High Street Heritage Action Zone expression of interest.
Yours sincerely,
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